
Opening Doors  
Connecting Torfaen 

Encouraging public spaces to offer community partners and neighbourhood groups the opportunity 
to provide a range of activities, programs, and services.  
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Newsletter Autumn ‘23 
 
Building social connections in the community, engaging lonely and 
isolated people, providing opportunities to connect and access services, including wellbeing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to the Autunm Newsletter, check out the what’s 

going on in the Opening Doors Hubs. 
 
Next Networking Forum – Tuesday 23rd January, Sharon Church, Pontypool (details to follow). 

Health Checks – for community organisations to run well and safely, it’s important that 
governance is firmly in place and up to date. To endorse Opening Doors Hubs, as a safe place to 
meet and connect, we need to ensure all governance is in place. If you haven’t completed the 
Health Check form and sent the required documentation, please get in touch.  
TVA can support you with your governance. 

Cluster Meetings in the next few weeks we will be holding Cluster Meetings. These meetings will 
help Hubs to share information, ideas and good practice. The meetings will discuss new funding 
opportunities, networking, a chance to get to know other Hubs in your cluster, find out how you 
can support each other with skills and experience. Dates, times and venues to follow. 
 
Training opportunities – a range of training opportunities available, let me know what training 
your volunteers and staff require. More details about training at the Cluster Meetings.  
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Opening Doors Hubs,  
Activities, Events & Information: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Cold Barn Farm are pleased to welcome Jon Horlor 
hosting an Evening with 'Jack the Ripper'. 
Jon is a Jack the Ripper researcher. He has visited the 
Whitechapel area many times and has discussed the 
case with all the top authors. 
Join him on Friday 10th November at 6pm to listen to a 
retelling of "The Autumn of Terror". Watch a 
slideshow of photos of the case and join him in a 
question & answer session. Strictly ADULTS only due to 
scenes of a graphic nature. £7.50 includes curry and 
rice, additional refreshments available to purchase. 
Find out more and book now:            
 https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/cold-barn-farm/t-zzkjkjx 
 

Noddfa Update: 

Noddfa Juniors has grown again this term, it is now attracting about 50 regulars 
each week. They have fun activities where they learn to work together, and they 
get gospel teaching with application to their lives. Also, a snack such as pizza and 
plenty of time to let of steam and enjoy themselves. We have a growing team of 
enthusiastic volunteers who are all DBS certified and trained in safeguarding. We 
are looking for a new committed volunteer to help with the group aged 11 to 13 
years. 

Feet Up Friday is a coffee morning every Friday. The name comes from a Noddfa 
leader, who works in a quarry, manning a huge drill and can put his feet up on 
Fridays. It is a lovely environment where people can come and chat and even 
bring their craft work such as knitting or crochet with them. All welcome.  

FareShare is under new management with volunteers Ian and Georgina making 
sure it runs smoothly. They greet people and ensure they provide a food parcel 
that has sufficient food for three days for their family. Several other volunteers 
also work at the FareShare when required. The numbers using this facility is 
steadily growing and are taking steps to increase our supplies. FoodShare is open 
every Wednesday & Friday, 10 – 12 noon. 

 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/cold-barn-farm/t-zzkjkjx
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Opening Doors Development Officer: Caroline Andrews 
Tel: 01495 365614 / 07888 287824 
Email: caroline@tvawales.org.uk 


